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September 2021 Recreation & Parks Commission Report 
 

Consent Agenda Items 
 
1. COAAA Grant Match Transfer 2021 (2102-2021) 
Project History/Background: This ordinance will authorize the Director of the Recreation and 
Parks Department to transfer of $182,489.00 from the Recreation and Parks Operating Fund to 
the Recreation and Parks Grant Fund for a Title III-A Project Grant match. 
 
COAAA receives Federal Title III funds awarded from the Older American’s Act.  Title III grants 
include IIIA, IIIB, IIIC, IIID, and IIIE.  The IIIA portion is awarded exclusively for Area Agency on 
Aging administrative expenses.  The other Title III grants are primarily used for services 
provided to clients who are over 60 years of age.  As a designated “Area Agency on Aging” the 
COAAA is earmarked to receive these funds on an annual basis.  The funds originate at the 
federal level and are passed to the Ohio Department on Aging, who then passes the funds to 
the 12 “AAA’s” in the State of Ohio.  There are over 500 “AAA’s” in the United States. 
 
The Department of Recreation and Parks, on behalf of the City of Columbus, is obligated to pay 
a portion (a match) of the Title IIIA Grant which includes salaries of certain employees of the 
COAAA.  The ordinance will authorize a transfer of funds from the Recreation and Parks 
Operating Fund to the COAAA Grant Fund. 
 
Principal Parties: No vendor or individual business relationship will be established by this 
legislation. 
 
Fiscal Impact: $182,489.00 is being transferred from the Recreation and Parks Operating Fund 
2285 to the Recreation and Parks Grant Fund 2286. 
 
Benefits to the Public: By receiving these funds ($182,489) the COAAA will be able to comply 
with the required local match to receive $415,759 in Title IIIA funds for 2021, and an additional 
$289,659 in Title IIIA-CARES funds for 2021 ($705,418 in total). 
 
Master Plan Relation:  These funds supports the mission of the Recreation and Parks by 
enhancing the quality of life of our citizens. 
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2. Ohio Arts Council Grant 2021 (2307-2021) 
Project History/Background: This ordinance will authorize the Director of Recreation and Parks 

to accept a sustainability grant in the amount of $27,114.00 from the Ohio Arts Council for 

funding to support Cultural Arts Center Arts Programming.   

The Cultural Arts Center is central Ohio’s premier visual arts center, presenting innovative 
exhibitions, classes, workshops and more in an immersive creative environment. The center 
offers a wide variety of in-depth, hands-on art classes to adults (18 years and older) from 
beginner to advanced. Classes are led by accomplished artists in fully equipped studios. 
 
Fiscal Impact: This ordinance will authorize the appropriation of $27,114.00 in grant funds in 
the Recreation and Parks Grant Fund 2283. This ordinance will also authorize a grant match of 
$27,114.00 from the Recreation and Parks Operating fund 2285. $27,114.00 is budgeted and 
available in the Recreation and Parks Operating Fund 2285 to meet the financial obligations of 
the grant match and contract. There is a total of $54,228.00 available for this project. 
 
Emergency Justification: An emergency is being requested so the grant funds can be received 
prior to the beginning of 2021 Fall programming. 
 
 
3. COAAA - Continuation of Services (2291-2021) 
Project History/Background: This legislation is to appropriate continuing grant funds from the 
Ohio Department of Aging (Title III programs,  Home Energy Assistance Program (HEAP), State 
Block Grant,  Volunteer Guardian Program, and Medicare Improvements for Patients and 
Providers Act (MIPPA));  Franklin County Office on Aging (Franklin County Senior Options 
Program);  and U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (Congregate Housing 
Subsidies Program), as administered by the Central Ohio Area Agency for the balance of 2021 
and for 2022. 
 
Fiscal Impact: The fiscal impact of this ordinance will be to reduce the Recreation and Parks 
Grant Fund's an appropriated balance by $13,038,500.00.  This appropriation will enable the 
Recreation and Parks Department to continue those programs as required by the granting 
agencies for the balance of 2021 and 2022. 
 
Emergency Justification: Emergency action is requested in order to continue services beyond 
December 31, 2021, without service interruption as stipulated in the various grant 
requirements. 
 
Benefits to the Public: Appropriation is needed to continue to provide staffing and services for 
the remainder of 2021 and 2022.   COAAA programs provide services to 8 counties in central 

http://www.columbus.gov/


1111 East Broad Street 
Columbus, OH 43205 

www.columbus.gov 

 

 

 

 

3 

 

 

 

Ohio (Franklin, Delaware, Fayette, Licking, Madison, Pickaway, Union, and Fairfield).   
  
Number of residents served: Approximately 25,000 consumers receive some type of assistance 
through the above mentioned programs. 
 
Master Plan Relation:  This project supports the mission of the Recreation and Parks by 
enhancing the quality of life of our citizens. 
 
 
 

Administration Agenda Items 
 
4. Street Trees Fall 2021 CDBG (2038-2021) 
Project History/Background: This ordinance is to authorize the Director of the Recreation and 
Parks Department to enter into contract with Custom Lawn Care & Landscaping, LLC for 
$152,875.00 (incl. $14,000.00 contingency) for the installation of 505 street trees, funded by 
the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG). 
 
This project will be installing trees in the Milo-Grogan and Southwest Communities through a 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) to help replace tree species that have been 
removed throughout the city due to tree mortality and to plant trees where none previously 
existed. The new tree plantings will represent a diverse species of trees selected specifically for 
each planting location. It takes into consideration the specific site restrictions that each location 
has in an effort to replace some of our lost Urban Tree Canopy and reduce storm water run-off 
in the area while not interfering with nearby utilities or structures. 
 
Bids were advertised through Vendor Services, in accordance with City Code Section 329, on 
August 13, 2021, and received by the Recreation and Parks Department on August 31, 2021. 
Bids were received from the following companies: 
 
Company    Status  Amount 
Custom Lawn Care & Landscaping  MAJ  $138,875.00 
Greenscapes Landscape Co.   MAJ  $148,722.50 
DLL Landscape    MAJ  $253,351.43 
 
After reviewing the proposals that were submitted, it was determine that Custom Lawn Care & 
Landscaping, LLC was the lowest and most responsive bidder. 
 
 

http://www.columbus.gov/


1111 East Broad Street 
Columbus, OH 43205 

www.columbus.gov 

 

 

 

 

4 

 

 

 

Principal Parties:  
Custom Lawn & Landscaping, LLC 
2411 SR 22 SW, Washington Court House, OH 43160 
Kyle Reed, 740-333-1169 
Contract Compliance Number:  31-1747937  
Exp. Date: 2/26/23 
 
Fiscal Impact: This legislation authorized the expenditure of $152,875.00 (incl. $14,000.00 
contingency) 
 
$138,875.00 Base Scope of Services  
$14,000.00 Contingency  
$152,875.00 Total cost for the project  
 
Emergency Justification: Emergency action is requested as tree planting has specific periods of 
time when it is most beneficial to plant trees.  
 
Benefits to the Public: These plantings will increase the Urban Tree Canopy which reduces 
storm water runoff, reduces utility costs to nearby homes and businesses, and reduces air 
pollution. 
 
Area(s) Affected: Milo-Grogan and Southwest Communities 
 
Master Plan Relation: This project supports the departments Master Plan by planting trees 
intended to both replace and add to the City of Columbus’ urban tree canopy. It will be adding 
to the total overall canopy levels and is helping to replace trees lost due to construction 
damage and other causes of tree mortality. 
 
 
5. Street Trees Fall 2021 CIP (2309-2021) 
Project History/Background: This ordinance is to authorize the Director of Recreation and Parks 
Department to enter into contract with Custom Lawn Care & Landscaping, LLC for $308,800.00 
(incl. $28,000.00 contingency) for the installation of 1040 street trees throughout the City of 
Columbus.  
 
This project will be installing trees in numerous Columbus Communities and in all Forestry 
Planning Areas to help replace tree species that have been removed throughout the City due to 
tree mortality and to plant new trees in areas that previously did not have trees. The new tree 
plantings will represent a diverse species of trees selected specifically for each planting 
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location. It takes into consideration the specific site restrictions that each location has in an 
effort to replace some of our lost Urban Tree Canopy and reduce storm water run-off in the 
area while not interfering with nearby utilities or structures. 
 
Bids were advertised through Vendor Services, in accordance with City Code Section 329, on 
August 13th, 2021 and received by the Recreation and Parks Department on August 31, 2021. 
Bids were received from the following companies: 
 
Company     Status  Amount 
Custom Lawn Care & Landscaping, LLC  MAJ  $280,000.00 
Greenscape Landscape    MAJ  $306,280.00 
  
After reviewing the proposals that were submitted, it was determine that Custom Lawn Care & 
Landscaping, LLC was the lowest and most responsive bidder. 
 
Principal Parties: 
Custom Lawn & Landscaping, LLC 
2411 SR 22 SW, Washington Court House, OH 43160 
Kyle Reed, 740-333-1169 
Contract Compliance Number:  31-1747937  
Exp. Date: 2/26/23 
 
Area(s) Affected:  City wide 
 
Fiscal Impact: This legislation authorizes the expenditure of 308,800.00 (incl. $28,000.00 
contingency) funded by CIP. 
 
$280,800.00 Base Scope of Services  
$28,000.00 Contingency  
$308,800.00 Total cost for the project  
 
Emergency Justification: Emergency action is requested as tree planting has specific periods of 
time when it is most beneficial to plant trees. 
 
Benefits to the Public: These plantings will increase the Urban Tree Canopy which reduces 
storm water runoff, reduces utility costs to nearby homes and businesses, and reduces air 
pollution. 
 
Community Input/Issues: The majority of the trees being planted during this contract have 
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been requested by the property owners where the trees are being planted or at locations 
where trees had been previously removed for varying reasons. 
 
Master Plan Relation: This project supports the departments Master Plan by planting trees 
intended to both replace and add to the City of Columbus’ urban tree canopy. It will be adding 
to the total overall canopy levels and is helping to reduce storm water runoff, heat-island 
effects and replace trees lost due varying causes of tree mortality.  
 
 
6. Schmidt Hospitality Concepts Concession Contract Mod.- Raymond Memorial (2310-2021) 
Project History/Background: This ordinance is to authorize the Director of Recreation and Parks 
to modify the existing contract with Schmidt Hospitality Concepts (SHC) for food 
concessions/catering at Raymond Memorial Golf Course.   This contract is a revenue generating 
contract for the Golf Division and the contract was for two (2) years:  2020-2021 with the 
option to renew for 2 additional years.    
 
Annual rent payment for 2021 on the original contract is $80,000 plus 10% of gross sales over 
$375,000.  This rent is based on the availability of the rental facility being operated by SHC and 
them collecting the revenue for the rentals.  With the COVID-19 pandemic still greatly affecting 
rentals at the golf course, we are asking to adjust their rent for the next 2 years.  The proposed 
new rental fee structure would be as follows: 

 2021-  $60,000 and 10% of gross sales over $200,000. 

 2022-  $60,000 and 10% of gross sales over $200,000. 
 
Principal Parties: 
Schmidt Hospitality Concepts 
3895 Business Park Columbus, OH 43204 
Andy Schmidt    
 
Area(s) Affected:  Raymond Memorial Golf Course 
 
Fiscal Impact: Revenue will be paid to Raymond Memorial Golf Course and contribute to the 
sustainability of the Golf Division. 
 
Benefits to the Public: This contract is necessary to provide food and beverage to the golfers 
and visitors at Raymond Memorial Golf Course.  
 
Community Input/Issues: Golfers rely on the food and beverage daily for refreshments. 
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7. Clean Ohio Conservation Fund Grant Acceptance Round 15 (2312-2021) 
Project History/Background: This ordinance authorizes the Director of Recreation and Parks to 
accept a grant and enter into a grant agreement with the Ohio Public Works Commission’ Clean 
Ohio Conservation Fund in the amount of $ 1,667,520 for the 2021 Clean Ohio Conservation 
Fund---Refugee Road/Mason Run Preservation and Cherrybottom Park Expansion—Capitol City 
Baptist and Venice Club. 
 
In February of 2021, the Department applied for Clean Ohio Conservation Funds towards fee 
simple acquisition of three sites in Columbus, one along Big Walnut Creek in the Northeast area 
of the city, and two along Mason Run, in the city’s Mideast Community (Ordinance 0330-2021),  
In May of 2021, the Department received notice that the grant was approved.  This Ordinance 
would allow the Director to enter into the grant agreement with OPWC, accept the grant 
funding, and appropriate the grant and the city’s share of the match funds.  The three sites are: 
 
Cherrybottom Park Expansion---Capitol City Baptist and the Venice Club (Two Sites) 
Big Walnut Creek is considered one of the highest quality major waterways in Central Ohio.  For 
several years, the north segment of the river has been a focus of Recreation and Parks to 
acquire and preserve valuable riparian corridor.   The purpose of the project is to acquire two 
adjacent properties which would add 7.3 acres to Cherrybottom Park, a significant 90 acre 
parkland between Morse Road and St. Rt. 161.  Site #1---Capitol City Baptist, will acquire a 3.25 
acre tract of natural land along the top of a ridge overlooking Big Walnut Creek.  Site # 2---
Venice Club, will acquire a 4.1 acre tract of land directly along Big Walnut, including 450’ of 
stream frontage, 750’ of forested cliff side, and two high quality wetland areas.  Acquiring these 
sites provides substantial long term preservation for water quality, forest preservation, 
protection of habitat, and future new public access for the neighborhoods along Sunbury Road.   

Refugee Road/Mason Run Preservation 
Mason Run is a primary tributary stream of Big Walnut Creek, from John Glenn Regional Airport 
to Winchester Pike at Three Creeks Park.  This project would protect a substantial tract of 78.6 
acres of land on the city’s southeast side, between Refugee Road and Kimberly Parkway.  The 
site contains approximately 56 acres of woodlands, and nearly 21 acres of open meadow and 
floodplain.   Five existing access points surround the perimeter of the property.  The spans of 
the site, from Kimberly Parkway to Refugee Road, is over ½ mile, placing almost 5,000 residents 
within a 10 minute walk.  In 2007, the Department acquired an adjacent 21 acre conservation 
property along Mason Run, and in 2009, a 24 acres a natural area at the confluence of Mason 
Run and Big Walnut, bringing the total impact of nearly 1.25 miles of connected stream corridor 
protection. 
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Principal Parties:  
Ohio Public Works Commission, Clean Ohio Conservation Fund 
65 East State Street, Suite 312 
Columbus, OH  43215 
Clean Ohio Conservation Fund—District 3 
 
Area(s) Affected: Rocky Fork/Blacklick (33), Mid East (57) 
 
Fiscal Impact: This ordinance will require $688,480.00 of City funds to obtain the $1,667,520.00 
awarded by the Clean Ohio Grant. 
 
Clean Ohio Conservation Fund: 
Refugee Road/Mason Run $1,008,000 
Capitol City Baptist  $195,840 
Venice Club   $463,680 
Total Grant Funds  $1,677,520 
 
Local Match Funds   $ 688,480 
Total Project:   $2,356,000 
 
Emergency Justification: An emergency is being requested for this authorization as the 
Department has signed a purchase contract for the Refugee Road property (the largest 
transaction of the three) and the funds need to be available to meet the contract deadline. 
 
Benefits to the Public: Protection of the city’s high quality waterways, greenway corridors, 
ravines, and urban forests.  Both projects are within rapidly urbanizing areas of the city, and 
preservation of key natural sites is one of the main missions of Recreation and Parks.  
Conservation of these sites proposed in this Clean Ohio project relies heavily upon outside 
funding assistance to achieve these benefits. 
 
Community Input/Issues: During the past decade, residents in these communities, and the city 
at large, has expressed strong priority for more protected stream corridors, headwater 
tributaries, access to nature, walking paths, and urban forest conservation. 
 
Master Plan Relation: Protecting the environmental health and resilience of the city’s 
waterways; providing long term protection corridors for walking and biking and outdoor 
experiences.  Improved and equitable access to trails and greenways. 
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8. Burroughs Park Improvements - Construction (2313-2021) 
Project History/Background: This ordinance will authorize the Director of Recreation and Parks 
to enter into contract with ProCon Professional Construction Services, Inc. for the John 
Burroughs Park Improvements Project. 
 
John Burroughs Park, 551 S. Richardson Avenue, was built in 1997 in the Greater Hilltop area of 
Columbus.  The greenspace is directly adjacent to the John Burroughs Elementary School on 
Sullivant Avenue, and is approximately one acre in size and used frequently by teachers and 
students as an outdoor classroom.  The neighborhood park is also used for community 
gatherings, family outings, and special events.  The park space is leased from Columbus City 
Schools, and maintained by school staff.  Recreation and Parks provides the park amenity 
improvements for the green space. 
 
In 2019, the Department met with school staff and Hilltop community stakeholders to discuss 
the condition of the park and prepare for the improvements plan.  Special funding for the 

http://www.columbus.gov/


1111 East Broad Street 
Columbus, OH 43205 

www.columbus.gov 

 

 

 

 

11 

 

 

 

improvements was made available by the Mayor’s Office,  and includes replacing the 
playground, a new loop walking path, new family shelter, fixing lighting, additional trees, new 
signage, and an interpretive panel about the legacy of John Burroughs.     
 
Proposals were originally advertised through Vendor Services, in accordance with City Code 
Section 329, and on June 28, 2021 and received by the Recreation and Parks Department on 
July 20, 2021. Proposals were received from the following companies: 
 
Company    Status  Amount 
ProCon Professional Construction MAJ  $322,124.00    
Tyevco Inc.     MAJ  $331,996.24   
 
After reviewing the bids that were submitted, it was determine that ProCon Professional 
Construction Services, Inc. was the lowest and most responsive bidder. 
 
ProCon Professional Construction Services, Inc. and all proposed subcontractors have met code 
requirements with respect to prequalification, pursuant to relevant sections of Columbus City 
Code Chapter 329. 
 
Principal Parties:  
ProCon Professional Construction Services, Inc.                  
2530 Kingston Pike, Circleville, OH 43113 
Kyle G. Wade, (740) 474.5455 kylewade@proconpcs.com                                                    
Contract Compliance Number: 31-1701026 
Contract Compliance Expiration Date: 03/16/2022 
 
Area(s) Affected: Greater Hilltop area (53) 
 
Fiscal Impact: $375,000.00 is budgeted and available to meet the financial obligations of this 
contract. 
 
Base Bid:    $322,124.00   
Contingency:   $30,876.00 
Total:    $353,000.00     
 
Construction Inspection $20,000.00 
Prevailing Wage                   $2,000.00 
Total:    $22,000.00  
Total Project Costs:  $375,000.00 
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Emergency Justification: An emergency exists to provide for the immediate preservation of the 
public property, and begin work during the Fall/2021 construction season.   
 
Benefits to the Public: John Burroughs Park is an important neighborhood park for the Hilltop 
community.  Providing improvements to the greenspace benefits the quality of life for school 
children, faculty, and the surrounding neighborhood.  
 
Community Input/Issues: The Department met with the Hilltop Area Commission, Columbus 
City Schools, and key stakeholders involved with the park to determine the improvements 
needed. 
 
Master Plan Relation: Burroughs Park area originally became a shared use area with Columbus 
City Schools in 1997 to offset an unmet need for parkland in this area of Columbus.  Providing 
safe, accessible recreation and parks in underserved communities is a central priority of the 
City. 
 
 
9. KNS Surveillance System Maintenance Contract  (2314-2021) 
Project History/Background: This ordinance authorizes the Director of Recreation and Parks to 
enter into contract with KNS Services Inc., 8450 Rausch Drive, Plain City, Ohio 43064 for parts 
and labor for the inspection and maintenance and repair of the department’s surveillance 
camera systems. 
 
K.N.S. Services, Inc. has provided surveillance system installation and repair for the department 
for many years.  They also service many other city departments including Public Safety, Finance 
and Public Utilities.  The have established a unique relationship with the Department of 
Technology to provide robust service to multiple departments in the city.  The City of Columbus 
selected the Genetec software platform years ago for all departments to utilize for their 
surveillance systems with the vision of aggregating these services city wide.  This effort has 
resulted in K.N.S. Services becoming the premiere provider of these services for several 
departments.  The amount of infrastructure development, security clearance access and 
continued excellent support provided by this company leaves it as the only clear choice to 
continue logistical support for our systems. 
 
CRPD owns 55 unique surveillance systems comprised of 508 cameras around the city.  Most of 
these systems are on the Genetec platform which provides remote viewing, access 
management and organizational integration.  In the past we have had several staff involved in 
keeping these systems monitored and repaired, in addition to the contract help of K.N.S.  The 
task has simply become too great for our staff to keep up with and we need professional help in 
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the way of system function checks and priority service response.  This contract accomplished 
that by have K.N.S. personnel do system function checks on our systems twice weekly and 
immediately dispatching to effect repairs on no-functioning components of the system. We will 
continue to ask our site managers to keep an eye on their systems and report issues.   
 
This contract not only gets a quicker response time for repairs, but also makes available to us 
24/7 access to an emergency response in the event of a serious crime occurrence if the system 
is having a issues of recall or playback.  These are frequently network or hardware issues that 
require a trained technician to pullup video history.  In addition, this contract will establish a 
more robust par stock of cameras, digital recording units, switches, etc. on the shelf for 
immediate deployment when failures occur within our system.  We have had instances where 
delays in receiving replacement components has taken weeks leaving a system inoperable.  The 
new par stock will minimize these extended downtimes.   
 
Principal Parties:  
K.N.S. Services, Inc.                                    
8450 Rausch Drive                                                                 
Nathan Bladen, 614-733-3880       
 
Fiscal Impact: $89,000.00 is budgeted and available from the Operating Fund (2285) and Voted 
Bond Fund (7702) to meet the financial obligations of this contract. 
 
Six months of labor for system checks and repairs @ $6,500/month =    $39,000.00 
Equipment for replacements as needed and stock (lump sum) =          $50,000.00 
        Total             $89,000.00 
  
Area(s) Affected: City wide 
 
Benefits to the Public: To provide higher reliability of all of our surveillance systems to assist 
our public safety department in minimizing crime in our parks.   
 
Community Input/Issues: We have had hundreds of calls from citizens regarding safety in 
parks.  This one tool to assist in that effort.   
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10. Agler Road Bridge Temporary Construction Easement (2317-2021) 
Project History/Background: This ordinance authorizes the Director of Recreation and Parks to 
grant a temporary construction easement to the Franklin County Engineers for the 
reconstruction of the Agler Road bridge over Alum Creek.  
The 0.117 acre temporary easement will be for 24 months, and allow for construction access to 
perform the reconstruction. 
 
The Franklin County Engineers will be reconstructing the Agler Road bridge over Alum Creek, in 
the city’s near northeast community.  The Alum Creek Trail passes underneath this bridge along 
the east bank, however there is no access to the regional trail from Agler Road.  For many years 
the public has requested that a trail connection be built from the roadway to the trail, and this 
County project will build an ADA accessible ramp leading from the roadway directly to the path.  
The County is also adding a new trail deck along the south side of the new bridge, from Sunbury 
Road to the Kipp School campus, which will provide new connectivity for the neighborhood.  
 
The project is set to begin construction in early 2022.  The Alum Creek Trail will be closed only 
for short intermittent periods during the 18 month project duration. 
 
Principal Parties:  
Franklin County Engineers 
970 Dublin Road 
Columbus, OH  43215 
Ed Herrick, PE (614) 525-3300 
 
Fiscal Impact: No cost  
 
Area(s) Affected: Northeast (41) 
 
Emergency Justification: Emergency action is requested as it is necessary to sign the temporary 
easement for the County to meet their federal right-of-way clearance deadline. 
 
Benefits to the Public: Increased access for thousands of residents to and from the Alum Creek 
Trail, and providing access to a large school campus, and path completion to Sunbury Road and 
Cassady Avenue.  
 
Community Input/Issues: The County did public engagement with the surrounding community 
and stakeholders in 2019 and 2020.   
 
Master Plan Relation: This project will support the mission of the Recreation and Parks Master 
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Plan by improving access to trails and greenways corridors.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

M OCK ROAD  GREENW AY AND NEIGHBO RHO OD CONNECTIO NS STUDY | DRAFT

Figure 4: Bicycle and Pedestrian Infrastructure

8

Agler Road Trail Connector
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11. Big Walnut Trail Drainage Easement/Refugee Road (2318-2021) 
Project History/Background: This ordinance authorizes the Director of Recreation and Parks to 
grant a 0.062 acre drainage easement for the Kroger Company to drain storm water into the 
city’s water quality treatment rain garden located at 4485 Refugee Road. 
 
In 2020, Recreation and Parks completed a segment of the Big Walnut Trail, from Elk Run Park 
to Winchester Pike.  As part of the project, the Department was required to provide a water 
quality and quantity feature for storm water runoff caused by the trail pavement.  To 
accomplish this, the trail project built a rain garden in early 2021 behind the Kroger 
supermarket at 4485 Refugee Road to intercept their site’s impervious storm water runoff from 
the building and parking lot.  The final step of this water quality improvement is to provide the 
Kroger Company a drainage easement to maintain the 12” storm pipe entering city property 
and out letting into the new rain garden.  
 
Principal Parties:  
The Kroger Company 
1014 Vine Street  
Cincinnati, OH  45202 
 
Fiscal Impact: No cost 
 
Emergency Justification: Emergency action is requested in order to sign the drainage easement 
and complete construction of the storm pipe by October 15. 
 
Benefits to the Public: Big Walnut Creek is one of Central Ohio’s highest quality waterways.  By 
treating the runoff from over 8 acres of impervious surface, a significant environmental 
improvement will be provided for the stream. 
 
Community Input/Issues: Public engagement for the trail project was completed in 2019.   
 
Master Plan Relation: This project will support the mission of the Recreation and Parks Master 
Plan by improving access to trails and greenways corridors.   
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